Written Language:
Storing knowledge

W canitt

Some people argue that any censorship is bad. If you censor what people read you censor what
they think. Who would be happy for the government to do that?

Others argue that censorship protects people from ideas which might be harmful. A book which
encourages racial or religious hatred does no good. And would you like to see books that explain
how to make a bomb in your local bookshop or supermarket?

In this lesson you will work in groups of four to look at the issues of censorship. You will be put in
home groups to start by your teacher.

1 Censorship: abusing freedom or protecting us all?

1| Inyour home group:

Give each person one of the four cards.
Read your card to find out which issue you will be discussing.
Find the other members of the class who have the same issue card as you.

2 | Inyourexpert group:

Discuss the questions on your issue card.
You may find it useful to note down the main points - you will need to explain these to your home
group when you return.

3 | Return to your home group:

Report back on the ideas from your issue group.

Listen as other members of your home group describe their experiences in their expert groups.

Now carry out the task described below. Try to draw on all the good ideas that you have gained from
the issue groups across the class.

4| Working in a group, prepare a piece for a newspaper that looks at the issues of censorship. The
article must present arguments for and against the statement: ‘Censorship of books is censorship of
our freedom to think! It should never be allowed.’

The article must contain two pieces of writing. Each piece should be between 200 and 220 words
and must be a campaigning piece arguing for, or against, the statement above. You can work in two
subgroups to produce the pieces or work together.

Everyone must agree that the points made are fair and respectful of other opinions. But you do not
have to agree with everything written!
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